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letters to the Editor 
Washington Post 
1 150 Fifteenth Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20071 

Dear Sir: 

In his letter of July 14 commenting on the report in The Post that Gerald 
Ford, while on the Warren Commission, had suggested showing JFK's entry wound 
as being in the neck rather than the back, Bernard Sussman would have us believe 
chat Ford was simply correcting the autopsy pathologist. Dr. James Boswell's, 
mistake on the autopsy diagram in locating the wound on the back rather than on 
the neck, as is indicated by the measurements on the diagram. 

If we excluded most of the other evidence in this case, that might seem 
plausible. But the fact is that the death certificate signed by the President's personal 
physician, Admiral George Burkley, also places the entry wound in the back, at the 
level of the third thoracic vertebra. The two FBI agents who were in the autopsy 
room that night also reported the wound to have been in the back, not in the neck. 
And the bullet holes in the President's clothing are also in the back, not in the area 
of the neck. 

The gravamen of the WCR, of course, hinges on the "single bullet theory," 
(SBT), i.e., that a single bullet struck the President in the back of the neck, exited 
the throat, passed through Governor Connally's chest, shattered his right wrist, and 
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chadded itself in his left thigh. Seven wounds in two men. But if the Ml* m fact 
entered a. the ieve, o, the third thoracic vertebra on a downward traiectonr (as K 
wou ,d have had to do if it were fired from the sixth Boor of the booh depositor), 

t „ere is no way it touid have exited through the wound in the throat, some srx 

, ta rn strike Connally behind the right arnipit. 

inches higher, and then have gone on to strike con 

•a- . that the entry wound had indeed been in the back was 

Ail evidence indicating that the ei y 

excluded from the Warren Commission Report. 

Sussman may be, ieve what he wishes in defending the scientificaiiy untenable 

WCR's version of President Kennedy's assassination. But. he overwrite, nungmaionty 

forensic pathoiogist to recognize the physica, impossibility of the traiec.ory 

assassin. A second shooter means there was a conspiracy. That is why Sussman and 
other self-appointed defenders of the WCR steadfastly attempt to. defend the SBT. 

They realize what the stakes are jg#. 
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